
From Concern Worldwide. 

Start with facts. 

* The world produces enough food to feed all of its 8 billion people, 
yet 733 million people (1 in 11) go hungry every day. 

* 2.8 billion people around the world cannot afford a healthy diet — 35% 
of the global population. 

* Half of all child deaths are linked to malnutrition. 

* 9 million people die from hunger-related causes every year; many are 
children under the age of 5. 
 

USA Facts -- One out of every eight American adults is struggling to afford 
enough food. 

According to October 2023 data from the Census Bureau’s Household 
Pulse Surveiy, nearly 28 million adults nationwide — 12.5% of the adult 

population — were living in homes where there was either sometimes or 
often not enough to eat in the last week. This is the highest that figure has 
reached since the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

* On college campuses 2020 -- The fifth annual #RealCollege survey, 

which is among the largest research efforts focused on the 

issue, found that 39 percent of  student respondents reported experiencing 

food insecurity in the previous thirty days. 

So, those are some of  the facts.  With them in mind, and with my 

background in guiding agricultural programs while also writing poetry, I 

launched Poetry X Hunger about 8 years ago to make sure that, beyond 

the cold, hard facts, we also added amazing poems about hunger to the 

anti-hunger tool kit.  Because while facts are absolutely necessary, we also 

https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2024-hunger-numbers-stubbornly-high-for-three-consecutive-years-as-global-crises-deepen--un-report
https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019_RealCollege_Survey_Report.pdf


need to reach hearts and minds.  I found that poetry can help raise 

awareness and financial support for the anti-hunger cause. 

Website – 400 poems by poets from around the world.  All poems are 

freely available to use so long as appropriate attributions are given.  Many 

have recordings.  Some by young poets.  A few in Spanish.  

Using the poems – 

In Public Service Announcements (1 million viewers), in newsletters, in 

tote bags, in musical programs, at meetings of  anti-hunger leaders, on 

Capitol Hill.  All to raise awareness. 

Used the poems to raise funds for anti-hunger causes.  Art auction.   

And, we’ll be publishing a book called Turning Poetry into Food: A 

Collection of  Poetry X Hunger Poems in the fall of  2026.  All profits 

from the book will be donated to anti-hunger causes. 

(By the way, Poetry X Hunger can also provide – and has provided -- 

small grants to organizations to groups that use poetry to fight hunger.) 

So, I’ll stop there.  The bottom line is that we’re turning poetry into food.  

If  you want to find out more or to submit a poem, just visit the 

PoetryXHunger.com website. 

 

Thanks. 

Hiram Larew 

     

 


